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The game was released for
Microsoft Windows, the PlayStation

3 and Xbox 360 consoles, the Wii
console, the PlayStation 2 and the

Nintendo DS. It is the first game in
the Grand Theft Auto series to be
developed for the Wii. Its theme
and lead character, Michael De

Santa, are inspired by the character
Mike Hammer from the novels of

Mickey Spillane. The game received
widespread acclaim, with critics
commending the artistic freedom
given to the player, while others
expressed concern that the game
was a glorification of violence.

Grand Theft Auto IV was released
as the first title of the Grand Theft
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Auto series on the PlayStation 3,
PlayStation 2, Windows, and Xbox

360 on 17 September 2008. The
release date was announced at the

2008 Electronic Entertainment Expo
on 7 June, where it was also

revealed that it would be released as
a Nintendo Wii bundle along with

the game's expansion packs. It is the
first Grand Theft Auto game to have

a collector's edition. The game's
gameplay was significantly changed
from its predecessors; its gameplay
focuses on movement rather than
aiming, and lacks the decision-

making focus of previous titles. This
shift in gameplay was in order to
accommodate the Wii Remote's
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motion sensor and lack of analog
stick. It was developed by Rockstar

North, the studio's first Wii title,
and was directed by Dan Houser and

Sam Houser, the team behind the
Sam and Max series, as well as the
Manhunt series. Grand Theft Auto
IV is the first title in the series to
feature protagonist Michael De

Santa, who is an ex-FBI agent with a
chequered past. The game is set in
the fictional city of Liberty City in
1994, which features an open world
design and open-ended gameplay.
Liberty City is divided into five

main boroughs: the Midtown region,
consisting of the areas north of the
A1A freeway, the De Soto Valley,
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consisting of the area north of the
De Soto Expressway, the Blaine
County region, consisting of the

areas west of the A1A freeway and
south of the De Soto Expressway,
the Golden Gate region, consisting

of the areas west of the A1A
freeway and north of the Pacific

Coast Highway, and the Las
Venturas region, consisting of the

areas east of the A1A freeway. The
game was met with widespread

critical acclaim. It was nominated
for several gaming awards,

including Game of the Year and
Best Artistic Design at the 2008

Game Developers Choice Awards,
IGN's Best Game of 2008, Guinness
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