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To add insult to injury, the three-person “security review team” responsible for examining the site is a company where Zuckerberg’s wife, Priscilla, now works as vice president. Following the news of the password leak, Facebook issued a statement and told the New York Times that it was “confident” the login information was “safe and secure.” But that assessment is an empty one, according to security researchers. “People who have worked at Facebook
know that Facebook is not secure. The company doesn’t care,” says Phil van Malderghem, the director of the New Zealand-based Open Rights Group. Facebook did not respond to a request for comment. In 2016, a report found that Mark Zuckerberg had 2,300 passwords in one of his private email accounts, including usernames for Facebook and WhatsApp. Many of the accounts belonged to Facebook employees, the report found. In response to the

latest password leak, the Open Rights Group says Facebook should be shut down. “It’s probably time for Facebook to be shut down,” van Malderghem says. “The company was founded on lies. The problem is, how do we get out of this mess?” Indeed, shutting down the site may be harder than most people think. According to a 2005 court decision, Zuckerberg is the sole owner of Facebook, and therefore, its shut down would require a court order to be
enforced. An attempt to shut down Facebook in Australia in 2013 was met with a challenge from Zuckerberg’s lawyers. The judge in the case ordered that users be given the chance to change their passwords, while allowing the shutdown to continue. “In the end, the company lost and they knew they’d lose,” says New Zealand-based privacy lawyer Amber Amerson. “But it showed that Zuckerberg isn’t above the law and he can be challenged if he’s a

public figure.” Now, in the wake of the password leak, her firm is monitoring Facebook’s news feeds to track if Zuckerberg or Zuckerberg’s wife, Priscilla, are discussing the breach. If the issue becomes “a big talking point in New Zealand,” she says, it will be a test case for a different way of shutting down the site. “
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