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Conventional and Atomic Air Blasting and Gun Blasting This manual has been produced with the expectation that the reader
will be familiar with a certain amount of conventional blasting and blasting with compressed air. Conventional Blasting The
production of any construction related to rock excavation may be defined as a conventional blasting operation. Typically, a
conventional blast operation is used to remove obstacles in pre-existing underground building sites or for the excavation of

shallow pits or holes for construction. As used in this document, a conventional blasting operation is used to refer to a blasting
operation where the explosive is fired into the "rough-cut" face of a rock or rock formation. Firing into the "rough-cut" face of
a rock or rock formation is commonly referred to as "face blasting." Typical face blasting rock faces are loose soil, gravel, clay,
and sandstone rock. Face blasting with explosives is a relatively simple operation, even though the success of the operation can
be seriously hampered by misinformation. In fact, some conventional blasting using explosives is so unsafe that it should never

be attempted. This Manual is an attempt to present the basic fundamentals of blasting for safety and practical success. However,
neither this manual nor any other manual can replace on-site training and experience. For that reason, the reader should not

attempt face blasting without proper training and experience. This document does not provide any safety precautions, only basic
principles and instructions on proper blasting technique. The preferred blasting method is tunnel blasting to be used for blasting
in the vicinity of a tunnel or passageway. Face blasting is usually a technique used to accomplish rock removal with open face or

high angle blasting. Face blasting can be a simpler blasting operation than tunnel blasting because of its one-way advantage.
Although there are some advantages to face blasting, there are also some drawbacks, The greatest drawback to conventional face

blasting
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