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to the Golden State Berkeley's
rich spiritual and artistic
heritage has nurtured
generations of its citizens. In the
last century and a half, we have
focused on becoming a haven
for peace and justice and have,
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of course, produced some of the
finest thinkers of the twentieth
century. Yet it took the 1980s
for us to realize that what was
lost in these centuries of thought
was a sense of community that
is increasingly hard to find in
contemporary America. Things
began to come apart for us in
those years, and in the 1990s we
began to find ourselves not only
arguing about the necessity of a
unified social order based on
class solidarity, but also about
the legitimacy of
multiculturalism. Berkeley
helped us see that what used to
be called “the struggle against
oppression” has become a
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struggle for power, a struggle
for who gets to define who is
oppressed. I am proud of
Berkeley's heritage, and glad to
have a chance to tell you about
it. We have a proud tradition of
pluralism, freedom of speech,
scientific and cultural inquiry,
and social justice. If you have
never been to Berkeley, you
have not been to America. I had
no reason to know this about
Berkeley before taking the job
of Chancellor at Berkeley this
past April. I was raised in Ohio,
where the university is viewed
as a place of civic values, not a
place for power seeking and
special privileges. I am excited
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about Berkeley, because I think
that we can make the change we
want to make as a university and
as a community. I look forward
to my next months here to
engaging with all of you in this
endeavor. As you can see, our
new campus is full of light. I
look forward to taking this place
to the next level. 82138339de
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