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if you don't find the serial number somewhere
on the engine, you can always look for an id
tag or data plate. these can be found inside
the engine, usually on the oil pan of the
engine. they usually have the information you
need to help identify the engine, including its
serial number, model, date it was
manufactured, and sometimes the location of
the serial number on the engine. the location
of the serial number will help you identify the
exact model of the engine. if you are unsure
of the exact model, you can usually find the
model number on the engine case. there are
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various different types of cummins engines,
including, heavy duty, medium duty, and light
duty, and they are available in various sizes.
the engine serial number will be located in a
number of different places. if you cannot find
the cummins engine serial number, the
number is usually located in the block itself,
you will not be able to find the serial number
on the head cover or even the timing cover.
the number will be on the block itself or under
the hood. an engine serial number is a unique
number that corresponds with a specific
cummins engine. serial numbers are found on
the engines parts and on the computer that
controls the engine. the engine serial number
is comprised of several parts that make up
the engine number. each of these parts is an
important element in understanding your
cummins engine serial number. the first part
is the "part number", which is also called the
"manufacturer's part number" or "mpn" for
short. the mpn is the portion of the engine
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serial number that corresponds to the
cummins engine. it is the part that most
people refer to when discussing engine
numbers. the second portion of the serial
number is the "model number", which is also
called the "engine serial number" or "esn" for
short.
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detroit diesel is one of the largest suppliers of
engines and transmissions in north america.
we are committed to providing high quality
parts at competitive prices. if you have any
further questions, please feel free to call us at
800.944.6033. the next engine serial number
to look for are the cummins isl and the
cummins egr. these are the most common
detroit diesel engines because of their
widespread use in the industry. cummins isl
engines are the first four-stroke engine
manufactured by cummins and were
produced from the mid-1980's to the
mid-1990's. they are extremely easy to
identify because they still have the engine
data plate on the valve cover. look for the
engine number to start with 18r (series 50) or
20r (series 60). the last engine model that
can be identified by engine data plate is the
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detroit diesel duramax. there are two
different duramax engines that were
produced by detroit diesel. the first was a
turbodiesel engine produced from 1999-2002.
the other was a twin-turbocharged diesel
engine produced from 2006 to the present.
the first was the easiest to identify as the
data plate should say “must be engine
numbered”. the second duramax is a bit more
difficult to identify because the data plate
doesn't state anything specific. however, if
you find an engine that is labeled “must be
engine numbered”, it's a good bet that it is a
2006 or newer duramax engine. now that we
have covered the basics of identifying your
engine and the engine serial number location,
we can start on the next step. matching up
the data plate with the engine id plate is the
best way to identify the engine properly. most
of the time, your engine id will look similar to
the engine data plate. however, as we
mentioned above, there are some
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