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“The physical layout of the policy process is a political tool that can be used to systematically limit or deny any
group access to physical resources.”—Gerald S. Davis, “Digitizing the Public Space: Understanding the Space
Constraints of Political Institutions”, University of Michigan Journal of Law Reform, Vol. 32 Public-space-stephen-
carr-pdf The use of private drone-mounted cameras and thermal scanners in a neighborhood revitalization project
has raised concerns for some in the area. While some residents believe there are legitimate uses, there are
concerns that the use by private individuals could undermine the public trust of local government and limit the
desire of local government and people to use public spaces. The second wave of SAH restrictions in New York City
occurred on July 27, 2020 (from June 24, to July 31). According to mobility data from this time, these restrictions
caused another dramatic shift in peoples routines away from public spaces and into the home (Fig. 1). To measure
the impact of these restrictions on crime incidents, this study used a dummy variable whereby 0 represents the
pre-intervention period (March 16, 2020 June 24, 2020) and 1 represents the intervention period (July 27, 2020
June 24, 2021). These results revealed that the second wave of SAH restrictions reduced residential burglary,
motor vehicle grand larceny, rape, and robbery incidents, and increased felony assault incidents by 24% and 43%
and grand larceny motor vehicle incidents by 11% (all of which are moderately, statistically significant reductions).
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